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The purpose of the project is to provide additional coarse refuse storage for AEC's Century Mine 
in the amount of 5.2 million cubic yards. The project site is located approximately 2.0 miles 
southeast ofWayne Township, Belmont County, Ohio. 

Impacts associated with this project should be included in the proposed Ohio Valley Coal 
Company 404/401 permit application to construct the No. 3 Impoundment, 2003-1526 

Ohio Valley Coal Company (OVCC), also a subsidiary of the Murray Energy Corporation, has 
proposed to construct a coal slurry impoundment (No. 3 Impoundment) in the Casey Run 
watershed in Washington Township, Belmont County, Ohio. The project would impact 29,928 
linear feet (1ft) of headwater streams: 6,4261ft ephemeral, 13,928 1ft intennittent, and 9,574lft 
perennial. According to OEPA, the existing aquatic life use of Casey Run is CWH. Casey Run, 
like Piney Creek, is a direct tributary to Captina Creek. 

EPA continues to object to the Corps issuing a permit for the No. 3 Impoundment project 
because OVCC has not demonstrated compliance with the 404(b)(l) Guidelines (Guidelines). 
EPA believes the project will cause significant degradation to Captina Creek and Casey Run; the 
mitigation package proposed is significantly inadequate, and practicable, less environmentally 
damaging, alternatives exist. 

The original stated purpose of the No.3 Impoundment is "to provide 16 years of fine and coarse 
refuse disposal life for coal generated from OVCC's Powhatan No.6 and AEC's Century 
underground mines." Subsequently, the applicant provided a cumulative impact assessment 
dated September 9, 2011 that states the purpose of the No.3 Impoundment project is to "provide 
19 years of fine and coarse refuse disposal life for coal generated from the Powhatan No. 6 mine 
and AEC's Century mine." In either case, based on an information package that OVCC provided 
to the resource agencies on January 26, 2011 (information package), Casey Run is not the life-of­
mine solution for coarse refuse. The combination of the existing No.2 Impoundment (on Perkins 
Run) and No.3 Impoundment also falls short in capacity for coarse refuse. 

Furthermore, OVCC has stated that AEC's separate coarse refuse facility is reaching capacity; 
however, no information has been submitted to date that identifies the amount of remaining 
capacity. As mentioned above, it is clear that the required coarse refuse capacity would not only 
exceed the stated capacity of the proposed No.3 Impoundment, but would also exceed the 
capacity of a combination of the proposed No. 3 Impoundment and existing No. 2 Impoundment. 
This conflicts with the stated project purpose for the No.3 Impoundment. 

In previous correspondence, OVCC has stated that additional locations adjacent to the current 
AEC coarse refuse disposal area could be considered for supplementary coarse refuse disposal to 
serve the Century Mine, which might require Section 404 permits. The proposed project, 2001-
1542, fits that description. 

A letter from you, addressed to OVCC, dated February 29, 2012, states: 

OVCC has indicated that the excess coarse material will be disposed of in any 
combination of adjacent areas to the current Century coarse refuse site. A joint field 
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